Clonal relationship of relapsing lymphoid neoplasms.
Lymphomas encompass a broad spectrum of neoplasias. Traditionally it has been assumed that recurrent neoplasia, especially lymphoma, represents a relapse of the original clone. However, this concept has been challenged. Here we present an overview of novel perceptions regarding the clonal relationship of relapsing lymphoid neoplasms, i.e. precursor cell acute lymphoblastic lymphoma/leukemia (ALL), so called non-Hodgkin lymphomas (NHL) and classical Hodgkin lymphoma (cHL) and discuss the potential implications of these findings. In ALL, approximately 10% of "relapses" were found to be clonally unrelated to the original disease. In NHL, small series and case reports showed the occurrence of meta- or synchronous lymphoid malignancies, which were of different clonal origin. In cHL, there is evidence that both early and late "relapses" may constitute to a certain proportion a novel neoplasm of different clonal origin too. These findings warrant further investigations in order to verify and strengthen the existing data and might have important clinical implications because novel clonally unrelated lymphomas imitating relapses could possibly be treatable with less aggressive regimens compared to true recurrences.